
We join this breakdown already in progress

Usher’s gettin’ married
Usher is no longer available, the New 
York Post reports. The R&B crooner 
is engaged to his longtime girlfriend 
and stylist Tameka Foster, the paper 
says. “She is wearing a beautiful ring,” 
a source told the Post, “and he’s been 
introducing her as his fiancée.” The 
couple began dating more than a year 
ago. Say it with us now: Yeah, yeah!

LiLo blows off funeral
Lindsay Lohan, who said Robert 
Altman “was the closest thing to my 
father and grandfather that I really 
do believe I’ve had in several years,” 
was apparently so busy partying that 
she couldn’t be bothered to attend 
his memorial service Tuesday in Man-
hattan. “If he was so important to her, 
where was she?” a source asks the New 
York Post’s Page Six. Stars who could 
come out to the Majestic Theatre for 
the acclaimed director included Lily 
Tomlin, E. L. Doctorow, Harry Bela-
fonte, Julianne Moore, Kevin Kline 
and Tim Robbins, the paper says.

Simpleton is ‘charitable’
Jessica Simpson wants everyone 
to know how kind and charitable she 
is. An item in People says the fading 
poplet gave a minivan to the Casa 
Hogar Elim orphanage in Nuevo Laredo. 
Her people apparently called a woman 
who runs the orphanage and asked if 
they need a van. “Mama Lupita said, 
‘We have no transportation at all. Of 
course we could use it.’ So then she 
was told that she was getting a brand 
new eight-passenger van from Jessica 
Simpson for the orphanage,” a source 
says. “She started to cry for three min-
utes straight and then said, ‘I can’t wait 
to give Jessica a big hug.’ ” Of course, 
it’d be a much better story if the big 
phony had actually bought the kids a 
van, but no: The wheels came after the 
singer won a Chrysler Crossfire at the 
MTV Video Music Awards last year 
and exchanged it for a Town & Country. 
How’s that for regifting?

OSCAR 
BINGO

thejuice* OVERHEARD
“Don’t call me sweetheart. ... We don’t have that kind of relationship. I 
don’t want that kind of relationship.” — American Idol’s Ryan Seacrest to 
Simon Cowell, making us wonder what kind of relationship he does want.

Daily Dish

E d i t e d  b y  J o s h u a  G i l l i n
ACADEMY AWARDS 

PREVIEW

Sunday is the big night (8 p.m. on ABC), when gossip hounds and 
movie mavens order pizza and celebrate their own Super Bowl. 
And while we here at The Juice* could provide you with a regular 
ol’ ballot for your Oscar pool (find yer own at www.oscar.com), we 
decided to keep an eye out for some of the more, let’s say, dynamic 
moments that could happen at the Kodak Theater. Mark ‘em 
off as they happen. Complete a row and you win a smug 
sense of self-satisfaction. 

Jewish comedian 
Sacha Baron Cohen 
makes an appearance 
in character as the anti-
Semitic Borat to explain 
why Mel Gibson’s 
Apocalypto was only 
nominated for tech-
nical categories. >>

After introducing 
himself by saying “I 
used to be president” 
(again), Al Gore pulls 
out his weather death 
ray and threatens cor-
porate America to keep 
polluting so he can 
make another docu-
mentary.

Beyonce rushes the 
stage with a baseball 
bat as Jennifer Hudson 
accepts her best sup-
porting actress 
award for 

Dream-
girls. >>

The Academy 
announces either 
Peter O’Toole 

or Martin 
Scorsese 
can finally 
win — after 
a fight to the 

death.

As Forest Whitaker 
prepares to speak fol-
lowing his win for The 
Last King of Scotland, 
ABC accidentally 

shows clips 
from 1999’s 
Ghost Dog.

Eddie 
Murphy gives five 
different acceptance 
speeches for best 
supporting 
actor, 
in char-
acter as 
a different 
person each 
time. >>

As the only Yankee 
in a field of foreign 
actresses, Meryl 
Streep takes home 
the gold for 
best actress 
and thanks 
Marisa 
Tomei. >>

Staving off guilt, 
every actress in the 
audience wears a 
sign around her neck 
stating her $1.5-million 
worth of bling is “con-
flict-free.”

Presenters spend 10 
minutes reminding 
the audience what 
The Prestige was 
about (something 
about magicians) and 
insisting it’s not The 
Illusionist.

Finally realizing The 
Departed is just a 
remake of 2002 

Hong Kong flick 
Infernal Affairs, 
the Academy 
gives best director 
to Wai Keung 

(Andrew) Lau 
and Siu Fai 
(Alan) Mak.

Even though it 
doesn’t win any-
thing, the mention 

of United 93 makes 
everyone sad and 
uncomfortable.

In desperate need of 
seat fillers to make 
the audience look full 
when stars head to the 
restroom, ABC has the 
bodies of Anna Nicole 
Smith and James 
Brown shipped to L.A.

>> 
Beating  
out three 
cartoons, Walt 
Disney’s CGI-heavy 
Pirates of the Carib-
bean: Dead Man’s Chest 
is a write-in winner for 
best animated feature.

The giant frog from 
Pan’s Labyrinth is 
installed at the end 
of the orchestra pit 
to swallow up anyone 
whose speech runs too 
long. Halle Berry fears 
for her life.

<< Globalist-
friendly Babel 

nudges Letters 
From Iwo Jima 

for best picture, but 
the Academy gives Ken 
Watanabe a lifetime 
achievement award for 
being so cool.

FREE 
SPACE:
Bored to tears, you fall 
asleep at 10 p.m.
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Britney Spears sure puts the “re” in rehab. The one-time pop 
princess returned to the Promises Malibu Treatment Center late 
Wednesday, according to reports from TMZ, The Insider and Extra, 
a day after leaving the facility less than a day after checking in. 
Mama Lynne Spears drove her daughter to the center, Extra and 
The Insider said. An appearance in family court sought by Kevin 
Federline amid a child custody dispute with Brit was canceled 
Thursday as reports surfaced, the AP says. Spears and Federline 
reportedly agreed Wednesday night that he would keep their 
two young children while Spears was in rehabilitation, a program 
that takes between 30 and 45 days. Superior Court spokesman 

Allan Parachini said Federline’s attorney had contacted the court 
Wednesday and asked to make an appearance in which one side 
in a dispute can come into court without prior notice. He said Fed-
erline lawyer Mark Vincent Kaplan then called the court’s bailiff 
Thursday morning “and indicated nothing is going to happen today.” 
Sources tell TMZ that Federline has threatened to head to court 
seeking full custody of their two tots, Jayden James and Sean 
Preston, if the Breakdown Kid doesn’t stay for the full program. 
After rumors swirled yesterday she shaved her head because Fed-Ex 
threatened to have her hair tested for drug use, we hate to say it 
sounds more and more like Federline is the responsible one. 

While People has 
the right idea 
in today’s issue, 
their cover story 
is still stuck on 
the second time 
she entered 
rehab. She’s 
hoping third 
time’s a charm 
at this point. 
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