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Times Staff Writers

Politically damaged Pinellas
CountyPropertyAppraiser JimSmith
will not seek a fifth term, according to
his longtime top deputy, PamDubov.
Dubov said late Tuesday that she

spoke with Smith around 4 p.m. and
he told her he would not campaign

again for his seat and planned to
announce the news to local television
stations.
“Jim’s been thinking about this for

a while,” Dubov said. “He needed to
make a decision in his own time for
his own reasons.”
Smith, 67, did not return several

messages from the St. Petersburg

Times onTuesday night.
With local Republican leadership

saying it felt no loyalty to Smith and
contenders coming forward to chal-
lenge him for the first time in 15 years,
the buzz in local political circles for
weeks was that he would not run.
“What else could he do?” said

Ben Friedlander, a Democrat who

announced a week ago that he would
run for property appraiser. “Mr.
Smith has been in denial about the
events of the summer.”
In June, the County Commission

voted unanimously to buy Smith’s
private land on Brooker Creek for
$225,000, nearly four times the

Appraiser won’t run again
JimSmithwon’t seek re-election after his term ends in 2008, a deputy says.

. See Smith, 12A

Jim Smith
was at the
center of a
land scandal.
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Go green, go Bolts
Wanta free ticket
to tonight’sLight-
ninggame?Grab

yourbicycle.Checkout
ourSpoke-N-Wordblog for
detailsatblogs.tampabay.
com/biking

. TODAY’S WEATHER

NEW SOUTHWEST
SEATING PLAN NOT
EASY AS A-B-C
Theairline thatmade its
markbykeepingeverything
verysimple iscomplicating
matterswith itsnewBusi-
nessSelect, sayscolumnist
SteveHuettel.Business,1D

Prison transfers
were big business
ACorrectionsDepartment
investigation finds that$1.2-
millionwasspent toarrange
improper inmate transfers.
Local&State,1B

Hope for alliance
dashed in Pakistan
Whileunderhousearrest,
opposition leaderBenazir
Bhuttocalls for the resigna-
tionofPresidentPervez
Musharraf.Times2,4A

Dow comes out of
doldrums for a day
Goodnews fromGoldman
SachsandWal-Martallay
immediateconcernsabout
thecredit crunchandsend
thestockmarketupalmost
320points.Business,1D

Vinny Lecavalier,
all grown up
Onandoff theplaying field,
theLightningstar is thebest
professionalathlete thebay
areahas to root for these
days, sayscolumnistGary
Shelton.Sports,1C

In search of some
PolitiFacts
Our latest installment in the
searchfor the truth inpoliti-
calclaimschallengesstate-
mentsbypresidentialcan-
didatesJohnEdwardsand
RudyGiuliani.Times2,4A

Wide world of sports
has deep pockets
Whenwinningsandsalary
arecombinedwithendorse-
mentearnings,TigerWoods
mademore last year than
theNos.2and3athleteson
the listcombined.Checkout
the top50.Sports,2C

Brian Kelly likes
the present for Bucs
Thecornerbackhasmissed
19of the team’spast25
games,andhemightnot
bebacknextyear.But for
rightnow,he likeswhere the
teamisat.Sports,1C

Avast! Other crews
scouring the seas
Tampa-basedOdyssey
MarineExploration isn’t the
onlycompanysearching
seabeds forsunken trea-
sure.Business,1D

Mostly sunny

66° 78° 81° 70°
0% rain chance. More, 2A
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Three turkey strategies
Our cooks put their birds through
the paces before the big day.Taste

Make your lists
Make cooking checklists now
and you’ll have onemore thing
to give thanks for.TheDish

The 70 acres and interstate accessmake it a rare gem.
By AAROn SHAROCKMAn
Times Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG—While the Tampa
BayRays dreamof baseball on thewater-
front, developers are salivating over the
land the teamwants to leave behind.
The 70-plus-acre Tropicana Field

site represents potentially the largest
urban redevelopment project in Pinel-
las County history.
Though the prospect of a new baseball

stadium likely will dominate the talk at
water coolers, what becomes of the Rays’
current home is in most ways just as

important.
The team wants to help build a major

mixed-use development there. Devel-
opers and elected officials already are
imagining the possibilities.
Transforming the Tropicana site is

“the kind of thing you dream about,”
said Craig Sher, the chief executive of the

Land under the Trop
is a developer’s dream

. See Stadium, �a

City rivalry
There’splentyofdebateoverwhether the
Raysshouldconsidermoving toTampa
instead. 1B

Out of the gate, fickle Iowans
can make or break the hopeful

By ADAM C. SMITH
AnD MICHAEL VAn SICKLER
Times Staff Writers

DES MOINES, Iowa — Can
any Democrat beat Hillary Rod-
hamClinton?Absolutely.
And if it happens, the begin-

ning of the end will surely occur
amid the snow-covered corn-
fields and silo-dotted town cen-
ters of Iowa. Forget Sen. Clinton’s
more than 20-point lead in Flor-
ida and nationally. Iowa is what
matters most in the Democratic
race at this point, and Iowa is

looking like a dogfight.
“Clinton doesn’t answer ques-

tions,’’ said Mary Blackman, an
85-year-old retired schoolteacher
in rural, southern Iowa. “I think
she thinkswe’re stupid.”
In Des Moines on Saturday

night among 9,000 Democrats
gathered for a massive candi-
date cattle call, Tim Lapointe
gushed about Clinton winning
him over. But being a typically
fickle Iowan, he remained hap-
pily uncommitted.

The caucuses in January are crucial for Clinton’s campaign.

. See IOWA, �A

Hillary
Rodham
Clinton’s lead
is slimmer
in Iowa than
elsewhere.

Boardmembers okay
student assignment
proposal. The final
vote comesDec. 11.

By DOnnA WInCHESTER
Times Staff Writer

LARGO— The Pinellas School
Board on Tuesday voted 6-1 to
approve a controversial student
assignmentplan, overridingelev-
enth-hour efforts to delay a deci-
sion on an initiative two years in
themaking.
The vote was the first of two

that will determine whether the
district will return to a system
of neighborhood schools begin-
ning with the 2008-09 academ-
ic year. A final vote is scheduled
for Dec. 11.
About two dozen parents and

community activists, includ-
ing representatives from the
St. Petersburg and Clearwa-
ter-Upper Pinellas branches of
the NAACP, pleaded with board
members to postpone their deci-
sion until more provisions for
improvingblackstudentachieve-
ment can be built into the plan.
But board members, with

the exception of chairwoman
Mary Brown, said it was time
to move on.
“We do need to look at stu-

dent achievement, but that’s not
part of the student assignment
plan,” said board member Peggy
O’Shea. “The specifics of how to
raise achievement need to be a
separate issue.”
Acknowledging the con-

cern about the educational gap
between black and white stu-
dents, boardmember Carol Cook
said further delay on the plan
could prevent the board from
working on the very issue the
grouphas raised.

School
plan
inches
closer

. See Vote, 11A

By THOMAS LAKE
AnD ABBIE VAnSICKLE
Times Staff Writers

RIVERVIEW — Beneath the
soil, encased in steel, ammonia
flows like a subterranean stream.
Nearly 300 gallons a minute run
from a port at the edge of Tampa
Bay to a chemical plant in Mul-
berry.Most of us never notice.
Hillsborough County’s 1.16-

million residents might still be
ignoring this hidden passage if
not for the improbable meeting
on Monday afternoon of two
anomalies:
An eight-foot section of unpro-

tected pipe.
And a 16-year-old boy who

believed itwas full ofmoney.
The results were spectacular,

thedamage still uncounted.With
a noise like an uncorking cham-
pagne bottle, toxic gas spurted
through a tiny hole in the pipe,
burning the boy and forcing
authorities to order the evacua-
tion of hundreds of people living
within a half-mile radius.
The gas injured firefighters,

forced the shutdown of U.S. 301
and the closing of schools. The
cloud spread over theAlafia River,
threatening snook and trout.
A day later, gas still seeped

from the line. The evacuation
order remained ineffect, as a spe-
cialized welder whowas flown in
fromHouston began repairs.
And some people wondered: If

a teenager and a drill could cause
such chaos, whatmight someone
dowith expertise and a plan?
“We’re a very open society,” said

GregLaughlin,a formerU.S. repre-
sentative from Texas who worked
to improve pipeline safety. “And
it allows for terrorists and stupid
people to do terrible things.”
The pipeline was installed in

1981, when much of eastern Hill-
sborough County was still farm-
land and swamp. The ammonia
is used to make fertilizer, which
goes everywhere from cornfields
in theMidwest to soybean opera-
tions in India.
According to Glenn Howell,

who manages the pipeline for
. See BREACH, 12A

Ammonia pipe an easy target
A sectionwas not
protected.Why?No
one saw a need for it
to be protected.

Go to tampabay.com for the latest information
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As water cannons spray close by, Mike Clark of Houston lines up a gate Tuesday to help stop an
ammonia leak near the Alafia River. The breach created transportation nightmares. Story, 3B


